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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini membahas representasi budaya Tionghoa dalam film How to
Make Millions Before Grandma Dies melalui pendekatan semiotika Roland
Barthes. Kajian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh pentingnya pembacaan kritis terhadap
film sebagai media yang membentuk makna budaya, identitas, dan relasi sosial.
Tujuan penelitian ini adalah menganalisis bagaimana budaya Tionghoa
direpresentasikan melalui elemen visual dan naratif, mengidentifikasi tradisi serta
nilai budaya yang ditampilkan, dan mengungkap makna denotasi, konotasi, serta
mitos yang bekerja dalam film. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif
dengan paradigma interpretatif. Data utama diperoleh dari observasi terhadap
adegan film, sedangkan data sekunder diperoleh dari literatur akademik dan
sumber pendukung terkait. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa budaya Tionghoa
direpresentasikan melalui ritual, makanan, bahasa, ruang domestik, relasi
keluarga, filial piety, penghormatan leluhur, warisan, materialisme, dan identitas
diaspora. Representasi tersebut tidak bersifat netral, melainkan memuat ideologi
keluarga, patriarki, dan negosiasi budaya antargenerasi. Kesimpulan penelitian
menegaskan bahwa film menjadi ruang pemaknaan budaya yang kompleks dan
kritis sosial.

Kata kunci: representasi budaya, budaya Tionghoa, semiotika Roland Barthes, filial
piety, diaspora Tionghoa
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the representation of Chinese culture in the film How
to Make Millions Before Grandma Dies using Roland Barthes’ semiotic approach.
The research is grounded in the need to read film critically as a medium through
which cultural meaning, identity, and social relations are constructed. The study
analyzes how Chinese culture is represented through visual and narrative
elements, to identify the traditions and cultural values presented, and to reveal the
denotative, connotative, and mythical meanings operating in the film. A
qualitative method with an interpretive paradigm was applied. Primary data were
obtained through observation of film scenes, while secondary data were drawn
from academic literature and supporting sources. The findings show that Chinese
culture is represented through rituals, food, language, domestic space, family
relations, filial piety, ancestral respect, inheritance, materialism, and diasporic
identity. Overall, the representation is not neutral, but carries family ideology,
patriarchy, and intergenerational cultural negotiation.

Keywords: cultural representation, Chinese culture, Roland Barthes semiotics, filial
piety, Chinese diaspora
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